RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BLOFIELD  AND  FLEGO 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year 

1948. 


< 


Oouncil  Offices, 


...  February , 1950. 

To  the  O'haia’m'ah : and  Members  . , 'i'.,  r 

of  the  Rural  District"  Oouncil  ' " . 

of  Blofield  a,nd  Flegg,  ■ . 

nr.  Chairman,  j . : ■ - . 

Ladies  and  dentlemen,.’- 

Me  have  the  honour  to  present  our  Annual  Report  for  the 
year-  hiiieteen  hundred  and  forty-eight , ,, 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  seasonal  movement  of  the 
population  especially  during  the  summer  months.  People' are  attracted 
to  the  Coastal  Area,  the  Rivers  and  the  Broads. 

The  district  remains  chiefly  agricultural  in  character „ 
hevertheless  , this  only  places  greater  importance- -oh  the-  ef fort s 
of  the  Rural  District  Council  to  provide  mains  water  supply  in  all 
parishes'  of  the  district  and  sewerage  schemes  to  seven  of  the  larger 
viliages  at  present  without  sewers. 

The  provi.sion  of  mains  water  as  provided  for  in  proposals 
already  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  would  materially  assist 
in  improving  the  standard  of  health  and  well-being  of  the  community. 

Oar eful' 'Consider at ion  of  the  facts  and  figures  contained 
in  this  report  show  that  the  health  of  the  district  has  been 
maintained  'pn  a level  comparable  with  other  years. 


^statistics  and  social  conditions  of  THEAHEA. 


Area  (in  acres)  ........  .' 74,774 

-iPopul at  i 0 n . ( e s t i mat  ed  r es  i dent ) ...  3i  > 470 

Number  of  premises  ...  ...  , ...  . ...  11143* 

Rateable  talue  (1st  April,.  .1948).  . . ...  ......  ...  ...  £121, 60I 

■product,  of  a penny  rate  ...  . £492 . 
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11 

Totals 
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Birth  rate  per  looo  of 
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"'“Stillbirths:-""  "i".  r 

10 

5, 

. . ,,  Rate  per  IQOO  total 
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and  still) 

births;  21.09 

‘^Dealiids;-'  . 

288 

152 

■ 136 

; ^ Death  rate  per  loOO 

-y'  • - ^ 
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• I • • • • ■ 'd  'h ' 

Deaths  from  puerperal 

causes 

f • .r  •* 

Puerperal  sepsis 

'.Nil. 

Other  maternal  causes 

. . 'Nil . 

■'Deaths  ' of  ' inf  ants  under  1 year  of  age;- 
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13:: 

9 

■ -4 
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Totals 

■ 1-4.  ■. . 
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_4 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  48 

Deaths  from  Heasle.s  (all  ages,),.,  1 

Deaths -from-  Diarrhoea. (■ander' 2 years 'of  age)  3 
Deaths  from  xfho oping  Cough  (all  ages)  - 


The  births  in  1948  were  252  Males  and  212  Females,  a total 
of  464?  against  .a  .t.otal  of  553  births  in  the  year  1947>  malcing  a 
deorease  of  89  births. 


The.  birthrate  in  1948  was  • 14.  74' as  • against  18.80  in  the 
year  1947 ‘ The  birthrate  for  England  and  ivales  for  1948  was  17. 9. 

(Toaths ' dwi’ing' the  year  were  less  in  number  and  the 
deathrate  was  9*15  as  compared  with,  12. 4i  the  year  1947  and 
10. 8 deathrate  psf  thousand  of  population  for  England  and  Wales. 


The  Infant  Mortality  rate  still  remains  comparatively  low 
and  with  a total  of  Izj.  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age 
shov/s  a decrease  of  four  on  last  year's  figure. 


„2. 


The  following?  ■feeble;  gives  .the  c flushes  death  in  194^: 
(FiguheB  hgiyeh  by  'Re'giBt'.raj:‘“G-eni.ei’'hl 
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1 .lesions  ' ’ 

12 

13 

25  j 

Heart  'diseases 

44 

35 

79 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The,,  f ollowing  table 
t ub  er  cul p's'i  s;  ■ hot  if  1:6#,  durp 

gives  an. 
Lhg  194^‘- 

analysis 

ofir-ciases 

of 

'..'if  •;  , ’ b'  ^ 

r 

T 7 ■■  . . V 

ITotif  icatlons 

Age  periods. 

u . ^ Pulmonary  ^.v  - 7 

;V  f To  ti—  Pul  til  0 Li.  ar  y 

^ . '■ 

' .;^ale  ■ 

' .Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

■ t ' 

f W-  '--ri 

Under':  1 year  ■ 

' 

^ 

- 

- 

1 - 5'  years  , 

i;  : 1 

1 

- 

' 1 

— 

I 5 -15  years 

1^:  , 

-2 
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- 3 -■ 

2 i 
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1 15  ~ 25  years 

■ '4 

2 
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1 

2 

1 

. 
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•i. 

1 Totals- 

■■^27^ 

.19 

■46  . 

„ 5 

5 ■: 

Included  in  the  abo^e  are  three  cases  which  were  transferred 
to  the  District . ; . ..c 


The  following  table  givesan  analysis  of  deaths  due  to 
tuberculosis  d^ing  1948.  - ! 
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i . . : ■ 1 

"Male , 

Female 

Total 

Male  ■ 

) 

Female 

Tola 

• ■■  i 

1 Under  1 year  1 

— 

- 

1 1 - 5 years  , ■ -j 

' 

- 

I 

• _ 

' 7 i 
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SANITARY  OIRGUMSTANOES  OF  THE  AREA • 


w^TER  SUPPLIES.. 

- - - - - • ; , ' rv  ' . . . ' ' ' ."'i  p ^ ' 

of  the  thirty-three  pafiBhee.  coaprisin'g-  the  Rur:'al 
District,  seven  parishes  have  a mains  supply  available  and  t?/o 
parishes  have  part'pf  the.  parish  supplied  with  mains  water. 

The  quality  of  the  water  is  uncertain,  due  to  tne 
aosence  of  sewerage  schemes  in  all  but  two  of  the  parishes. 

During  the  year  fourteen  water  samples  were  reported  on  as  unfit. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  level  in  the  wells  in 
the  district  was  generally  lower  during  dry  periods  than  was  said 
to  be  the  case  in-  previous  years. ‘ No  actual  complaints  of  shortage; 
of  water  were  made. 

The  ?;ater  supply  at  Drundall  continues  to  be  chlorinated. 
Samples  taken  have  given  satisfactory  results  from  bacteriological 
exauiinations  and  chemical  analysis. 

No  further  progress  is  apparent  concerning  the  Council's 
major  Y/ater  schemes. 

This  means  that  approximately  6,500  premises  in  the 
district  are  without  a mains  Y/ater  supply  in  or  on  the  premises 
concerned  and  included  in  this  number  is  approximately  500  premises 
Y/hose  inhaoitants  go  to  a standpipe. 


DR.ilN.tGE  AED. ; SE"i<ERAGE . 

During  the  year  under  review,  no  advance  is  app^irent  in 
tne  Council's  efforts  to  provide  sewerage  schemes  for  the  parishes 
of  Qi’mesby,  Hemsby,  Maftham,  Acle,  3rundall,  Blofield  and  parts  of 
Thorpe.  : 

In  addition,  consideration  has  been  given  and  in  addition 
it  has  .been  requested  that  sev/erage  for  the  parish  of  ’Vinterton  be 
given  the  same  priority  as  Orraesby,  Hemsby  and  Martham.-  ■.  . . 

'7ith  the  provision  of  mains  water  and  sewerage  in  these 
larger  villages  it  is  considered  that  opportunities  will  be- -available 
for  the  expansion  of  suitable  trades,  thus  providing  employment  for 
local  residents," 


HOUSING. 

The  years  of  inactivity  in  repair  and  renewal  of  houses 
is  evident  in  the  present  housing  situation. 

Not  only  are  many  newRiouses  needed  but  many  of  tne 
existing  dv/ellings  are  urgently  in  need  of  modernising. 

Vie  suggest  tnat  great  care  is  needed  in  the  siting  of  the 
nev/  houses  for  reason  of  maintaining  as  niuch  of  the  v/ages  for  food 
as  is  possible.  Higher  rents,  coupled  with  travelling  expenses, 
mean  less  money  available  for  nutrition. 

The  temporary  dwellings  which  are  situated  along  the  coast 
and  rivers  continue  to  create  problems.  These  temporary  dwellings  are 
oeing  used  either  as  permanent  houses  all  the  year  round  or  as 
v/eekly  furuished  huts  in  the  summer  months. 
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■+:  .'"'Ihe  absence  of ' pToper  roads  and  path  approaches,  the  - 
absence  of  -rwater  supply  ‘and- drainage,  and  pail  closet  sanitation, 
coupled  with  the  absence  of  control  on  the  number  of  persons 
occupying  these  bungalows  contribute  to  the.  present  proole-as, 

Tjhich  :do  not  jappear  to  be , covered' by  present  leigi slation. 

;-  .e, F'con  tirnb  to  tinb  dwellings  have  been  visited  which 
structurally  are  reaching  the  worn-out  stage.  This  structural 
deterioration  coupled  in  many  cases  with  the  absence  of  a proper 
drainage ' s:.hct bid 'and  a com-munal  water  supply  by  means  of  a ?/ell 
gives  rise:  living  condit'io'fts  which  cannot  benefit  the  health 

of  the  inh.ibitants.  ’ 

Ve  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  are  a number  of 
properties  throughout  the  district  which  are  not  in  all  respects 
fit  for  human  habitation  and  cannot  be  rendered  fit  at  a 
reasonable  cost. 

AC  the  housing  shortage  gets  less. acute  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  unfit  dwellings  should  be  demolished  and  alternative 
housing  accommodation  provided. 


PUBLTO  0LEAN£^"(t . 

purthor  extensions  to  the  scavenging  scheme  were  made  as 
vehicles  bccani.'  available.  The  Council  decided  that  scavenging  should 
be  made  a C-:.nv.ral  Rate  to  support  the  efforts  made  to  provide 
collection^  throughout  the  district  and  so  help  to  eliminate 
possible  Gc  -.u’ces  of  aanger  to  public , health,  particularly  where 
deposits  take  place  near  shallow  v/ells. 


FOOD  SUFPLIhS. 

Su.psrvision  of  food  depots,  shops  and  premises  where 
food  is  prepared  for  sale  has  continued. 

These  visits  and  examinations  of  particular  foods  have 
resulted  in  a variety  of  foodstuffs  being  condemned  due  to  disease 
or  otherwise  being  unwholesome. 

ThG  .lu‘':iec  connected  with  the  protection  of  the  public 
food  supply  aruj  of  tne  greatest  importance,  and  it  is  satisfactory 
to  both  the  CO'-VQcil  and  their  officers  that  the  protection  of  the 
Health  of  tho  population  of  the  district  has  been  maintained  by  the 
efforts  of  ti.._,3e  Officers  engaged  in  this  valuable  public  service. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  sale  of  ice-cream  V\rith 
particular  reference  to  the  itinerant  vendor,  as  this  is  a rural 
area  ?/ith  attractions  for  holiday-makers,  it  is  obvious  that  these 
travelling  sa'’  esm.en  can  take  every  advantage  of  the  fact  that  the 
sale  of  ice-cream  from  a vehicle  is  permissible  without  registration 
of  the  vehicle  with  the  local  authority. 

This  means  that  the  officers  concerned  with  the  inspection 
and  superv:8ion  of  the  food  supplies  have  a very  difficult  task  to 
keep  a cherk  on  the  quality  and  cleanliness  of  ice-cream  sold  from 
vehicles.  The  area  of  the  district  covers  approximately  one 
hundred  and  twenty  square  miles  and  such  vehicles  can  come  and  go 
as  it  suits  the.  pleasure  of  the  salesman. 

AG  ice-cream  is  an  attraction  for  children  of  all  ages. 

We  consider  thivD  there  is  a need  for  increased  control  of  the 
vendor  who  sells  from  a vehicle  of  any  kind. 
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GENERAL 


The' ' general  stand.axd  of  the  health.^  of  the  Diet  riot 
has  been  maintained  in  spite  of  the;  movement  of  populatio’n  ' 
throughout  the  yeaJ. 

■ This  is'  all  the  more  coKimendahle  when  due  regard  is 
had  to  the  absence  in  some  areas  of  public  services  usually 
found  in'  allJJfbah  areas  with,  particular  emphasis  on  sewerage 
and  water- 'services . ' 

This  year  saw  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health 
Act  and  a re-organisation  of  the  Hospital  services.  Oases  of 
infectious  diseases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  where 
necessary  and  disinfection  of  the  premises  carried  out  as 
required. 

In  conclusion,  we  acknowledge  the  co-operation  of  the 
Council,  officers  and  all  those  concerned  with  the  maintenance 
of  the  health  and  well-being  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  area 
during  the  year  under  review. 


\}e  are, 

Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

J.  D.  McKELVIE, 

T.  V.  E.  HOYDEN. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health. 


